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and Swift Swift is frequently coarse, dirty, even obscene;
but he Is never licentious or wantonly suggestive, as Sterne
too often is. Sterne may not be as plainspoken as Swift,
but his writings are more likely to pollute the mind and
inflame the imagination. Swift's coarseness is repulsive,
and it makes vice repulsive to the reader, which cannot be
said of Sterne. We can thus explain, what at first puzzles
us, the tone of shocked propriety in which Swift tells
Stellal of a letter he had received from Miss Ann Long,
which "has quite turned my stomach against her; no less
than two nasty jests in it, with dashes to suppose them.
She is corrupted in that vile town (King's Lynn) with vile
conversation." The distinction between the nastiness of
the jests, of which Swift disapproved, and the nastiness of
those which appear in his correspondence, and with which
presumably his conversation was garnished, may seem to
some inappreciable; but, in fact, Swift never encouraged
talk that was licentious, as distinct from coarse, and he
prided himself on his austere attitude in regard to
it. "Mr. Secretary had too much company with him
to-day; so I came away soon after dinner. I give no man
liberty to swear or talk bawdy, and I found some of them
were in constraint, so I left them to themselves." 2 His
unhappy tendency to dwell in thought and in speech on
the bestial side of human nature was not improbably due
to a diseased imagination, which was the consequence of
the physical infirmities that wrecked his life. It was also,
in part, inspired by his hatred of shams and his contempt
for the weakness, as he deemed it, which would feign
ignorance of all that is ugly and base; his pride in being
candid and open led him to outrage the feelings even of
the plain-speaking society in which he lived. But he never
wrote a line which would encourage vice. And this must
suffice for a very unpleasant subject

Swift had nothing, said his friend Dr. Delany,3 " in the

1 ii December, 1710.                2 Journal to Stella, 20 May, 1711.

3 " Observations," p. 120.735.
